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Welcome to our first time back on stage in 21 
months! I love this time of year with its com-
plexity of themes, many of which are depicted 
in nature: longer nights, cooler weather, rainy 
and windy days, barren trees. Life teaches us 
that these are signs of transition, reminding us 
that what now appears as dead is only a brief 
interlude, for soon life will colorfully display itself 
again. 

The birth of a holy child, (and all children are holy), tells us that there is 
a future filled with miraculous possibility (Christianity). The celebration 
of freedom from a dominant political and economic regime reminds us 
that life is not captive to fear but remains open to change if we are cou-
rageous (Chanukah). Aspirations to personally embody such qualities 
as seeking unity, cooperative economics, self-determination, purpose, 
creativity and faith, challenge us not to give up, and certainly, not to 
give in, but to step forward on our corner of the street and make a bet-
ter world (Kwanzaa). 

Today, we present a diverse selection of songs that insightfully address 
the sentiments of this season. New life, hope, joy, unity and peace 
should never be reduced to pretty words in songs that we just listen to, 
whether in a concert setting, shopping mall, car or at home around a 
fire. Once awakened within us, they evoke our calling to act in responsi-
ble ways that will transform them into compassionate deeds. When that 
which is divine in each of us is unleashed, uniting us with the immense 
power of Life, we find ourselves prepared to create an arena in which 
every day is holy. All that remains is for us to want to do so. 

As you listen this evening, may you feel the grandeur and beauty 
expressed in this music, and a desire to join its summons to a life 
evidenced with promise, possibility and acts of compassion that will 
unite every voice in song, “‘til earth and heaven ring with the harmony 
of liberty.”

Wishing you the warmest of holidays!

from the 
Artistic Director



from the 
Executive Director

The Concise Oxford Dictionary defines music as “the art 
of combining vocal or instrumental sounds (or both) to 
produce beauty of form, harmony, and expression of 
emotion.” Wouldn’t it be lovely to have more beauty and 
harmony in our lives? This evening you will have the op-

portunity to experience those and the rich emotions that come with them when 
hearing the gorgeous melodies sung by our Chorale and Nova singers.

I am humbled and honored to serve as the new Executive Director of Can-
tare. Compassion and understanding across multigenerational, economic and 
cultural boundaries through the beauty of choral music is a powerful statement 
and a vision that I share. For over 20 years I was a professional full-time cho-
rister and had the privilege of singing with two of the great opera companies 
in the world, Lyric Opera of Chicago and the San Francisco Opera. My career 
afforded me the ability to travel the globe and discover new cultures and music. 
I wouldn’t have had those opportunities without the music education and choral 
training I received in public schools. I have always loved sports and being a 
part of a team. My ‘teams’ have been the swing choir, madrigal singers, show 
casts and opera companies. My life was forever changed once I found my way 
into the chorus.

Many of you have been attending Cantare concerts for years, because you 
know one of our fabulous singers, have a love of beautiful choral works, or 
maybe because you, like me, believe in our mission: the beauty and power of 
choral music and how it can change lives. We are so fortunate to have David 
leading our Chorale and sharing his immense talent. The performance this 
evening marks our 34th Season and it began with his vision.

Tonight is our first concert in over 20 months and we are profoundly grateful to 
be able to sing for you. It’s been difficult maneuvering through a global pan-
demic; the losses both professional and personal have changed us all. That 
said, I’m very happy to report that because of our strong board leadership, 
fiscally sound decisions and the support of generous donors, Cantare is poised 
to advance and grow. We have a wonderful season planned and exciting 
news regarding our online presence, expansion of our Oakland public schools 
programs and growth of our after-school choirs. I’m looking forward to meeting 
more of the Cantare and local arts communities.

We hope you enjoy the performance and that you’ll join us for 
the rest of the season, on the stage or in the audience. Thank 
you for your continued support of Cantare as we move into 
what we know will be an exciting future.



Lift Every Voice and Sing
Chorale

Jubilate Deo            Giovanni Gabrieli (1557–1612)
Be joyful in God, all the lands,
as the one who fears the Lord is blessed.
May the God of Israel bind you together
and be with you,
May he send you help from his holy place
and from Zion watch over you.
May the Lord bless you out of Zion,
who made heaven and earth.
Serve the Lord with gladness.

Sistah Mary          Spiritual, arr. Rollo Dilworth (b. 1970)

O Magnum Mysterium              Morten Lauridsen (b. 1943)
O great mystery and wondrous sacrament,
that animals should see the new-born Lord
lying in their manger.
Blessed is the Virgin whose womb was worthy
to bear the Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia!

Audience and Chorale
Carol:  Angels We Have Heard on High 
Angels we have heard on high,
singing sweetly through the night,
and the mountains in reply
echoing their brave delight.

Refrain:
Gloria in excelsis Deo,
gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
Say what may the tidings be
Which inspire your heavenly song? [Refrain]

Come to Bethlehem and see
him whose birth the angels sing.
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. [Refrain]



Chorale
Hine Ma Tov                  Hebrew folk song, arr. Neil Ginsberg (b. 1969)
Behold, how good and pleasant it is when people dwell together in unity.
 – Psalm 133.1

Christmas Cantata             Daniel Pinkham (1923 - 2006)
Movement 1
Whom did you see? Shepherds, tell us! 
Proclaim to us: who has appeared on the earth?.

‘We saw the new-born child
And choirs of angels praising the Lord.
Alleluia.’

Movement 2
O great mystery and wondrous sacrament,
that animals should see the new-born Lord
lying in their manger.
Blessed is the Virgin 
whose womb was worthy 
to bear the Lord Jesus Christ

Movement 3
Glory to God in the highest
And on earth, peace to all of good will.

O be joyful in the Lord, all lands.
Serve the Lord with gladness.

Come before his presence with singing

Know that the Lord is God. 
It is he that made us,
and not we ourselves.

Alleluia!

Gabriel’s Message             Basque Carol, arr. Jim Clements (b. 1983)
 Rose Loth, soprano

Chorale & Nova
Joyful, Joyful (from Sister Act II)           arr. Mervyn Warren (b. 1964)
 Nai Trawick, Zamiah Harvey, Zico Harrison, Asher Johnck, soloists



Nova
Hand Are Knocking         Kyle Pederson (b. 1971)
 Lucía Spagat-Spalding, Nai Trawick, 
 Andie Darpinian, Zico Harrison, soloists
 Chris Correa, video editor
We open our minds, thanks be to God
We open our hearts, thanks be to God
We reach out our hands, thanks be to God

Hands are Knockin’
Brother, will you let them in?
Sister, will you let them in?

Chorale & Nova
We Rise Again        Leon Dubinski (b. 1941), 
 Ginger Dreicer, Paul Creel, 
 Peace Creel, soloists
 Chris Correa, video editor

Chorale
The Music of Stillness              Elaine Hagenberg (b. 1979)
There will be rest, and sure stars shining
Over the roof-tops crowned with snow,
A reign of rest, serene forgetting,
The music of stillness holy and low.

I will make this world of my devising
Out of a dream in my lonely mind.
I shall find the crystal of peace, – above me
Stars I shall find.
 – Sara Teasdale

All Works of Love           Joan Szymko (b. 1957)
If we have no peace
It is because we have forgotten that
We belong to each other. Remember.

All works of love are works of peace.
 – Mother Teresa of Calcutta

Lift Every Voice and Sing            J. Rosemond Johnson (1873–1954),  
Lift every voice and sing
Till earth and heaven ring,
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;

arr. Lydia Adams (b. 1953)

arr. Roland Carter (b. 1942)



Let our rejoicing rise 
High as the listening skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us,
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun
Let us march on till victory is won.

Stony the road we trod,
Bitter the chastening rod,
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
Yet with a steady beat,
Have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered,
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
Out from the gloomy past,
Till now we stand at last
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

God of our weary years,
God of our silent tears,
Thou who has brought us thus far on the way;
Thou who has by Thy might Led us into the light,
Keep us forever in the path, we pray.
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee,
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;
Shadowed beneath Thy hand,
May we forever stand.
True to our God,
True to our native land.    
 – James Weldon Johnson



Chorale
Soprano
Margaret Bang
Barbara Beck
Marji Calbeck
Mary Ekenstam
Marian Eng
Cassandra Forth
Lisa Frost
Melody Herder-Jimison
Cherie Holcomb
Marilyn Howe
Kim James
Sarah Jimison
Karen Keene
Betsy King
Katie Kleinberg
Sandy Kurtz
Teresa Leung
Christy Lloyd
Rose Loth
Dayana Merino
Cynthia Phillips
Mary Privitera
Jennifer Russell
Kat Ryberg
Janet Sanders 
Christine Sinnott
Jennifer Sivers-Suh
Suzette Smith
Deborah Stastny
Natalie Webster

Alto
Kathy Bairey
Linden Bairey
Pam Bayer
Margaret Bielak
Ruth Chang
Susan Couch
Alana D’Attilio
Loretta Dimitruck
Pat During
Karen Fearon
Margaret Fisher
Sue Fitch
Helen Harris
Karin Kelley
Carol Kerr
Lauren Landini
Laura Lee
Linda Mackey
Susan Marvin
Mary Beth Meyer
Danielle Mitchell
Flavia Muttera
Alice Nakanishi
Brenda Nirenstein
Shelley Reed
Laura Remington
Deborah Sandler
Bobbi Scott
Danae Smith
Lorna Stoll
Brenda Vallenas
Nance Wilson
Pazit Zohar

Tenor
Pete Alvarez
Geoff Burnaford
Rob Cabrera
Don Calbeck
Curt James
Wilson Leong
Jim Losee
Paul Mackey
Bruce Nordeen
Rob Ooghe
Mike Vale
Jared Young

Bass
Doug Bea
Gene Ekenstam
Scott Hedges
Paul Kircher
Jeff Pennington
John Phillips
Joe Robinson
Dominic Savant
Will Schweller
Don Scott
Don Swatling
Warren TenBrook
Eric Wendlandt
Mark Wilson
Derrick Wu
Burt Yin

Instrumentalists
Piano
Amy Belles

Organ
Ron McKean

Flute
Julie Haydon

Trumpets
Todd Minson
Jonathan Knight 

French Horn
Janis Lieberman

Trombones
Brendan Lai-Tong
Will Baker

Drums
Eric Thompson

Bass
Ken Smith



Nova
Ansel Cheung
Avery Christian
Paul Creel
Peace Creel 
Andie Darpinian
Ginger Dreicer
Amira Forte

Callie Frederick
Aurelia García-Stavely
Zico Harrison *
Zamiah Harvey
Thea Houser
Asher Johnck
Matthew Nicholson

Prathana Pandey * 
Joaquin Pellegrin-
   Alvarez *
Leah Schatz
Lucía Spagat-Spalding
Annaly Tran
Nai Trawick *

Interested in Singing with Cantare?
Cantare is actively looking for singers for its upcoming March and May 
concerts. The Chorale will be performing Brahms’ Requiem in mid-
March and culminating the season with its annual spring concert in 
mid-May, featuring a wide variety of music. We are seeking singers in 
all voice parts, especially tenors and basses. If you sang in high school 
or college, no matter how long ago, you are a prime candidate for us. 
You already know the joy that comes from making music together. Now 
is the perfect time to re-engage in nurturing yourself and others through 
your artistic talents.

Singers need to audition, via Zoom, and must have previous choral 
singing experience. At this time, singers also must be fully vaccinated. 

Chorale rehearsals are Sunday afternoons, 3:30 – 5:45pm in Oakland. 
Rehearsals will commence on Sunday, January 9, 2022 for Brahms’ 
Requiem.

For more information about the Chorale’s upcoming series or to 
set up an audition time, please contact David Morales, david@
cantareconvivo.org.

* Nova Leadership Team



Brahms’ Requiem                   March 18, 19, & 20, 2022
In March 2022, Cantare will present one of the pinnacles of Western 
Art, Brahms’ Requiem. This work stands apart from other requiem 
settings in that Brahms does not use any part of the traditional Latin 
requiem texts. He selects his texts from the Bible, passages from Old 
Testament, Apocrypha and New Testament. He uses the Luther Bible 
as his source, thereby titling his work Ein deutsches Requiem—A Ger-
man Requiem (not the Latin one). He is referring to the language of the 
text and nothing more. He also writes, “I will admit that I could happily 
omit the ‘German’ and simply say ‘Human.’” Brahms completed the 
piece when he is just 33 years old and without any impetus of a com-
mission. 

It is a work whose focus is on the living, those who have experienced 
loss and who now seek comfort in their solitude. Singers and listen-
ers are drawn into the mastery of Brahms’ writing, his use of classical 
forms, his elegant melodies coupled with the harmonic richness of the 
Romantic period.

We will be collaborating with the Martin Luther King Jr. Freedom 
Center in Oakland. This prominent Oakland organization works with 
hundreds of youths in studying and implementing the profound les-
sons articulated by Dr. King. Seven of these young students will offer 
their insights before each of the Requiem’s seven movements on the 
various themes unleashed in this great work, including loss, despair, 
loneliness, comfort, serenity, hope and joy.

Stand Up!                                           May 21 & 22, 2022
We close our 35th season featuring Cantare’s Chorale, Chamber En-
semble, and Nova youth choir with a concert entitled Stand Up!, from 
the movie Harriet. We will present 15 diverse selections, all written by 
American choral composers. The genres will include classical, folk, 
popular, spirituals, gospel and Broadway show songs.

Visit www.cantareconvivo.org for tickets and more information!

2021-22 Season



About Cantare Con Vivo

Meet our Directors

Cantare Con Vivo (“To Sing With 
Life”) is an intergenerational non-profit 
choral music organization founded in 
1987 that engages participants from 
ages 4 to 85 in Alameda and Contra 
Costa counties. We provide tuition-
free choral music programs in Title 1 
(socio-economically disadvantaged) 
Oakland schools, weekly serving over 
2,440 TK-12 students in 94 class-
rooms and seven after-school youth 

choirs. We now serve 13% of all chil-
dren in Oakland public schools. Our 
highly acclaimed 100-voice symphon-
ic Chorale and 26-voice Chamber 
Ensemble offer six different annual 
concert programs, all affordable and 
accessible. 

Our audition-free Summer Adult Choir 
attracts over 120 singers and per-
forms in July. Cantare’s adult choirs 
have performed over 170 different 
concert programs, presenting more 
than 1,500 compositions, including 
numerous major choral/orchestral 
works. All of our choirs, children and 
adults, perform for more than 4,000 
people each year. Visit our website to 
find out more: www.cantareconvivo.
org. 

David Morales, Artistic Director and 
Founder (he/him)

David Morales brings 
52 years of professional 
conducting experience to 
the podium.

He is that rare choral 
conductor who can skillfully direct 
major classical European works, such 
as Verdi’s Requiem or Beethoven’s 
Missa Solemnis, African American 
spirituals, or contemporary genres 
such as Black gospel or Broadway 
show tunes with the same attention to 
nuance, rhythm, and excellence. This 
diversity of repertoire makes Cantare 
unique for both choir members and 
concert goers and creates dynamic 
performances that are transformative 
for singers and audiences alike.

David knows how to coax the best 
performances from emerging and 
experienced singers and prepares 
vocalists to sing difficult works at a 
professional level. He inspires singers 
to trust his leadership and to give 
their utmost to the music technically, 
spiritually, and musically. David’s vi-
sion, experience, expertise, musical 
talent, and conducting aplomb have 
served as a steady, guiding force for 
Cantare’s success.

He has directed numerous perfor-
mances featuring 130-voice choirs 
with full orchestras, as well as en-
sembles of select voices performing 
music in traditional, contemporary, 
and folk styles. His choirs have been 
featured at both national and regional 
American Choral Directors Associa-
tion conventions and on television. 



David has also led conferences and 
seminars across the nation in choral 
and church music. 

Born and raised in Los Angeles, 
David founded his first community 
chorus at 19. He earned his Master’s 
degree in Choral Music at the Uni-
versity of Southern California, then 
moved to the Bay Area to establish 
the Oakland Youth Chorus. He later 
served as Minister of Music at First 
Presbyterian Church of Berkeley and 
at Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian 
Church, establishing successful music 
programs at both congregations. 
In 2003, David earned a Doctor of 
Ministry degree from the University 
of Creation Spirituality in Oakland. In 
2014, after 25 years in the position, 
David retired as Music Professor and 
Chair of the Art Department at Merritt 
College in Oakland. 

Uniting singers and listeners through 
choral music, reflecting the wisdom 
and insights of its composers, con-
tinues to be a rich and immensely 
rewarding experience for David.

“Music puts us deeply in touch with 
what it means to be human.” 

 
Mary Finch, Executive Director  
(she/her)

Mary brings a wealth of 
choir management experi-
ence, a passion for social 
change through the arts, 
and a love of choral sing-
ing to her role. A soprano member of 
the San Francisco Opera Chorus for 
more than 20 years, she also served 
as a Chorus and Dance Personnel 

Manager for several years, respon-
sible for the day-to-day operations for 
choristers and dancers at the second 
largest opera company in the country.

Mary returned to her hometown of 
Eureka in 2020 to serve as Eureka 
College’s first Director of Fine Arts Ad-
vancement and Recruitment. Under 
her leadership, the college saw sig-
nificant growth in its donor base and 
alumni engagement through a virtual 
concert series, local press exposure, 
and social media platforms. 

After a long career as a full-time, 
professional opera chorister and 
successful arts administrator, the op-
portunity to give back to the commu-
nity proved a major factor in Mary’s 
decision to join Cantare in November 
2021. She is excited to continue the 
organization’s mission of uplifting 
voices, and lifting lives with compas-
sion and understanding through the 
beauty of choral music. And she is 
delighted to return to the lively and 
diverse choral music community in 
the Bay Area. 

Julie Haydon, Director of Chil-
dren’s and Youth Choirs 
(she/her)

Julie Haydon began her 
service with Cantare in 
2003, developing Can-

Meet our Directors



tare’s after-school choirs and class-
room music education programs. 
Under Julie’s leadership, Cantare 
received the Chorus American Educa-
tion and Community Engagement 
Award in 2005 and 2014. In 2008, she 
founded Nova, Cantare’s auditioned 
choir open to any 6th to 12th grade 
students. Julie served as Director 
of Music Ministry at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Alameda for nine years, 
directing choral music from diverse 
traditions. During her tenure, she 
directed adult and youth choir singers, 
and the handbell choir. 

Raised in Lafayette, California, Julie 
benefitted from outstanding music 
education opportunities available 
at her public schools. She earned 
a Bachelor of Music in Flute Perfor-
mance at Northwestern University in 
Evanston, Illinois, and her Master’s 
degree in Music Education at Holy 
Names University in Oakland, spe-
cializing in   Kodály music education, 
which favors a child-centric approach 
to teaching. She previously served as 
president of the board for the North-
ern California Association of Kodály 
Educators and has been a Mentoring 

Conductor for Distinguished Concerts 
International in New York’s conducting 
masterclass series. 

Julie loves bringing together people 
from a variety of backgrounds through 
the beauty of choral music. 

Conway Tan, Director of Music 
Education (he/him)

Conway started lead-
ing classroom music and 
directing after-school 
choirs in Oakland elemen-
tary schools for Cantare 
in 2014. He now oversees the orga-
nization’s in-school program, which in-
cludes seven partner schools served 
by six teaching artists.

Born in Malaysia, Conway earned a 
Master’s in Music Education with an 
emphasis on Kodály methodology. 
He has training in Orff-Schulwerk and 
curriculum that emphasizes the use of 
Modern Band styles, including rock, 
pop, reggae, hip-hop, rhythm & blues, 
and electronic dance music. Since 
2007, Conway has been a profes 
sional keyboardist and music director.

Meet our Directors



He currently serves as the Music 
Director of the Contemporary Worship 
Team at St. John Vianney Church 
in Walnut Creek. He is a founding 
member of the National Pastoral Mu-
sicians, Oakland Chapter, where he 
serves as the Programming Coordina-
tor. Conway is active in San Francisco 
Bay Area musical theater as a music 
director and keyboardist. He has 

presented lectures at regional and 
national music seminars on social-
emotional learning through music 
education.

Conway, who is trilingual, believes 
that music provides us with a lan-
guage to speak from the heart and 
has the ability to bring people closer 
to one another. 

Meet our Directors

Cantare’s Chorale debuted in April 
1999 under the direction of Founder 
and Artistic Director David Morales. 
Now in its 22nd season, the Chorale 
is recognized as one of the finest 
symphonic choir in the San Francis-
co’s East Bay. These 100 auditioned 
singers have performed over 750 
compositions in 75 diverse concert 
programs, including 20 major choral/
orchestral works. They perform three 
to four different  concert programs 
each season, generally two accompa-
nied by full orchestra. 

The Chorale has performed in col-
laboration with Coro Hispano, Oak-
land Interfaith Gospel Choir, Northern 
California Gospel Music Workshop of 
America, CSUEB Symphonic Chorus, 
and San Joaquin Delta College Choir 
and CSU Stanislaus Chamber Choir.

They have also toured internationally 
three times. The Chorale collaborates 
with professional instrumentalists from 
various Bay Area orchestras and fea-
tures local and nationally acclaimed 
vocal soloists for choral/ orchestral 
concert repertoire performances. Ex-
cerpts of their concerts can be found 
on YouTube. 

The Chamber Ensemble stems from 
Cantare Con Vivo’s original choral 
ensemble founded in 1987. Beginning 
with 26 auditioned singers, the choir 
expanded to 40 singers in 1989 for a 
performance of Rachmaninoff’s “All-
Night Vigil” and remained that size 
until Cantare Con Vivo reorganized 
in 1999. With the formation of a new 
symphonic Chorale along with what 
would soon become Cantare’s nation-
ally acclaimed, award-winning

Cantare’s Adult Choirs



children’s music education program, 
this original choir changed its name to 
the Chamber Ensemble and returned 
to 26 singers. 

Today, the Chamber Ensemble ex-
emplifies Cantare’s highest standards 
of musical excellence. These singers 
perform a stunning variety of sacred 
and secular choral works, a cappella 
and accompanied, from a wide histori-
cal and cultural range of repertoire. 
With over 1,250 choral compositions 
performed in over 100 different con-
cert programs, the Ensemble contin-
ues to seek out the latest offerings 
from a new breed of American and 
international composers while also 
engaging with established musical 
creators of the past.

Cantare’s Summer Adult Choir is a 
non-auditioned 125-plus voice choir 
first formed in July 2018, performing 
a stunning concert featuring An-
thems from the Christian Church. In 
July 2019, they performed an array 
of African American Spirituals and 
Gospel selections. We look forward to 
resuming this program in the summer 
of 2022.

Cantare’s Adult Choirs

Cantare children’s and youth pro-
grams bring high quality, tuition-free 
choral music education to 2,440 K-12 
students in underserved Oakland 
neighborhoods. Every week, our 
teaching artists provide 93 in-school 
music lessons and three after-school 
choirs at Cleveland, Franklin, La Es-
cuelita, Laurel, Lincoln, and Piedmont 

Children’s Music Programs

Ave Elementary Schools and Melrose 
Leadership Academy. 

With a multicultural curriculum, stu-
dents gain not just a lifelong interest 
in the arts, but an understanding and 
appreciation of both their differences 
and the things that unite them. They 
experience what is possible when 
working alongside others toward a 
common goal. Students develop self-
esteem, discipline, respect for team-
work, and healthy social behavior—all 
essential tools for living successful 
and productive lives. 

Cantare’s after-school Music Stars 
choirs offer 2–5th-grade students an 
exciting array of musical opportuni-
ties. Directed by members of Can-



Passionate Music Stars members 
can additionally sing in the Honor 
Choir, which performs with Cantare’s 
advanced youth and adult ensembles 
in seasonal concerts. 

“Cantare’s commitment to students 
in Oakland is a gift - to families, to 

our schools, and to each and every 
one of the children you sing with. I 

can’t overstate how much it  
means to me.” 

– After-School Choir Parent

tare’s acclaimed Teaching Artist staff, 
students rehearse weekly, learning 
fundamentals of choral singing and 
music theory. Our choirs represent 
their neighborhoods by performing 
at school and community events by 
performing repertoire that celebrates 
the diversity of Oakland. Each year, 
our choirs collaborate for our annual 
Spring concert to promote bonds 
across geographical and cultural 
boundaries in Oakland. 

Children’s Music Programs



Nova is a tuition-free citywide choir 
for 6-12 graders from any school 
ready to take on the challenge of 
advanced choral singing. Under the 
direction of Julie Haydon, Nova sing-
ers rehearse and perform concerts of 
fun, challenging, and inspiring songs 
from all around the world in multiple 
languages and styles. Nova provies 
opportunities to participate in team 
building events, perform in local cho-
ral festivals, sing alongside our adult 
choirs and receive professional voice 
coaching. 

Nova
100% of Nova graduates have com-
pleted high school with 99% enrolling 
in college & vocational programs. 
Many are first-generation college 
students. 

C A N TA R E
CON VIVO
2619 Broadway
Oakland CA 94612
(510) 836-0789

www.cantareconvivo.org
Board of Directors
Graham Seel, President
Janet Venturino, Vice President
Al Peters, Treasurer
Roxane Foster, Secretary
Nai Trawick, Youth Board Member
Mercedes Harrison, Linda Mackey, 
David Morales, Dominic Savant

Children’s Program Staff
Teaching Artists: Conway Tan, Julie Hay-
don, Katerine Carmona Arbelaez, Rhonda 
Crane, Amanda Hahn, Rebecca Kleinmann 
Accompanist: David Kelly-Tuason

Cantare Con Vivo Staff
David Morales, Artistic Director 
Mary Finch, Executive Director
Julie Haydon, Director of Children’s and 
Youth Choirs
Conway Tan, Director of Music Education
Toni Bermudez, Office Manager
Treva Obbard, Development Associate

“Nova has really helped my daugh-
ter to have a positive outlet and to 

build confidence in many capacities! 
We see the difference that it has 

made in many other activities that 
she is a part of.”  
– Nova Parent



100% of your donation 
goes toward bringing 
tuition-free music education 
to 2,440 Oakland children. 
Please consider making a 
donation after the concert!

Donations can be placed 
inside any Blue Buckets.

In partnership with boys teen charity, Walnut Creek League
Don Couch, Front House Manager 

Max Klein, Photographer | Kelsey McNichol & Jeff Anderson, Videographers
Alex Li, Colleen Bender, Julie Clemens, Jackie Ellis, Jenny Rixford, Judy 

Wolverton, Henry Northen, Trent Northen

Thank You to our Volunteers!





Through our work with adult choirs and more than 2,440 Oakland youth, Cantare 
is committed to advancing social change and cultural equity by building bridges 
where there is division. Read our Annual Report by visiting www.cantareconvivo.
org/giving or call the office at 510.836.0789 and request a copy by email.

Your connections can become our treasure!   
Please consider introducing Cantare to your friends, family and work associates. 
We are especially looking for access to small family foundations. If you think you 
might be able to help us please contact Executive Director, Mary Finch at 
mary@cantareconvivo.org.

Volunteer   
Volunteering with Cantare is an opportunity for you to live up to your values. 
Anyone who cares about our community and our children can play an important 
role in fostering compassion and understanding across generational, cultural and 
economic boundaries. To learn more about the many opportunities available, 
contact Mary at mary@cantareconvivo.org.

In-Kind Goods and Services    
Your donation of office supplies, children’s snacks, flowers, wine, printing, design 
or consulting services in human resources, financial management and marketing 
communications can help defray many of our ongoing expenses. To learn more, 
contact Mary at mary@cantareconvivo.org.

Donor Advised Funds   
A donor-advised fund is a giving tool that charitable individuals use to tax-effec-
tively consolidate, accrue, and grant assets to public charities. You can think of 
it as an investment account dedicated solely to your charitable giving. Donor-
advised funds are managed by sponsoring organizations, which are themselves 
501(c)(3) tax-exempt organizations. Sponsoring organizations generally fall into 
three categories: community foundations such as the East Bay Community Foun-
dation, single-issue organizations, or national organizations, such as Vanguard 
Charitable. Cantare Con Vivo accepts Donor Advised Funds, and grants can be 
set up to recur monthly at your request. To learn more, contact Mary at mary@
cantareconvivo.org.

Gifts of Stock
Gifts of stock or mutual funds are another way to give to CCV. You get an income 
tax deduction for the full fair market value of securities you have owned more 
than one year—subject to the usual limitations—and capital gains taxes will be 
completely avoided on these assets. Your contribution will help ensure the con-
tinued growth and success of our children’s music education programs, and the 
Chorale and offers potential tax savings. To initiate a transfer of securities please 
contact Mary at mary@cantareconvivo.org or call our office at 510.836.0789.

Support Cantare Con Vivo



Leave a Legacy
Embrace the opportunity to secure Cantare’s future, while ensuring that every 
year thousands more Oakland youth have access to the arts, and with that, the 
opportunity to find their voice as compassionate social change leaders.  For more 
information about how to create your legacy gift, please contact Mary at mary@
cantareconvivo.org or call our office at 510.836.0789.
  
Beneficiary Designation
Some people prefer the increased flexibility that a beneficiary designation 
provides by using IRAs and retirement plans, Life insurance policies and Com-
mercial annuities.  You can name Cantare Con Vivo as a beneficiary in just a 
few easy steps:  Contact your retirement plan administrator, insurance company, 
bank or financial institution for a change-of-beneficiary form. Decide what per-
centage you would like us to receive and name us, along with the percentage you 
chose, on the beneficiary form. Return the completed form to your plan admin-
istrator, insurance company, bank or financial institution. To learn more, contact 
Mary at mary@cantareconvivo.org.

Cantare is grateful to have donors who have committed to supporting us monthly 
in our efforts to foster a diverse community of compassion and understanding 
across generational, cultural, and economic boundaries. We thank our monthly 
donors who have partnered with Cantare to ensure the continued success and 
growth of our artistic and education programs.  

Won’t you consider joining us? Visit www.cantareconvivo.org/giving or call the 
office at 510.836.0789.

Gary Brees
Mike & Sandy Cook
Kerry & Lynn Curtis
Terry & Joanne Dale
Dennis Drake & Janet Davy
Buck Farmer
Don & Sue Fitch
Kaye Fitzsimons
Joel & Darlene Hamady
Julie Haydon 

For more information about volunteer and giving opportunities 
please contact Executive Director Mary Finch at 

mary@cantareconvivo.org, or visit www.cantareconvivo.org

Join Cantare’s Monthly Donors

Henry Hirschel
Robert Jimison & Melody Herder-
   Jimison
Danielle Mitchell
Jackie Morales
Marcella Murphy
Jim & Brenda Nirenstzaein
John & Cynthia Phillips
Warren & Patti Tenbrook



In Appreciation
Cantare Con Vivo is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization. Through our work with our adult 
choirs, youth choirs, and more than 2,440 inner-city youth, Cantare is committed to advancing social 
change and cultural equity by building bridges where there is division. We are grateful for the generous 
support from these donors (November 21, 2020 through November 21, 2021). 

Conductor’s Circle 
$10,000 to $24,999
Anonymous
Karin & Steve Kelley
Cho & Patricia Kwan

Director’s Circle $5,000 to 
$9,999
Buck Farmer
Patricia Frame & Gary Pollock
David Morales
Al Peters
Brenda Steinmetz-Vallenas
Elise Wen and Carles Poles-
   Mielgo

Benefactors $2,500 to 
$4,999
Don & Marji Calbeck
Carol Copperud 
Terry & Joanne Dale
Kaye Fitzsimons
Charla Gabert
Jennifer Houser
Alex & Martha Morales
Mary Olowin
John & Cynthia Phillips
Warren & Patti TenBrook
Colleen Vermillion
Delia Voitoff-Bauman

Patrons $1,000 to $2,499
Kevin Schwartz & Hilary Altman
Felix & Norma Ambriz-Galaviz
Edward Beatson
Mark & Ginny Bigelow
Rebecca Cheung
Kathryn Chinn
Mike & Sandy Cook
Don & Susan Couch
Kerry & Lynn Curtis
Al & Sue Farmer
Ben & Margaret Fisher
Roxane Foster
Greg Freemon
Annie Hargraves
Melody Herder-Jimison & Robert 
   Jimison
Virginia Hodgson
David & Franki Kohler

Paul & Linda Mackey
Lucinda Pease-Alvarez
Dan & Lois Purkett
Julia M. Rowe
Nancy Schroth
Graham & Margaret Seel
Carolyn & Stephen Spitz
John & Junie Sullivan
Bud Summers & Jenifer Delson
Penelope Washbourn
Gary Yee

Sponsors $500 to $999 
Anonymous 
Barry Anderson & Carolyn 
   Sprogis
Becky Anderson
Larry & Ellen Beans
Jim & Lois Boyd
Gary Breese
Pat During
Carol Fidler-Hasse & Jim Hasse
Pete & Caroline Giers
Darlene & Joel Hamady
Mercedes Harrison
Julie Haydon
Larry & Diane Haydon
Scott & Joyce Hedges
Elizabeth King
Paul Kircher & Mel Bricker
Louise Linford
Dirk Mellema
Danielle Mitchell
Morgan Murray
Brenda & Jim Nirenstein
Nathan Pellegrin
Maria Rivera
Donald & Beverly Steffen
Conway Tan
Carole Vetter
Kathy Way
Nance Wilson
John & Maymie Yee
Juliana Yu
Pazit Zohar

Friends $250 to $499 
Anonymous
Pete Alvarez & Kevin McNulty
Kathy & Jeff Bairey

Colleen Bender
Linda Berti
Howard & Marvis Brodke
Rob Cabrera
Betty Conrad
Adrienne Dale
Marsha Davis
Jackie Ellis
Dick & Karen Fearon
Leslie Finertie
Don & Sue Fitch
Sharon Francis
Lisa Frost
Alan & Barbara Goldenberg
Earl & Bonnie Hamlin
Peter Hartdegen
Rich Hight
Michelle Johnson & Rob 
   Edwards
Carnelia Deborah Joseph-
   Richardson
Judith Knight
Lauren Landini
Cindi Levin
Geraldine Lum
Susan Marvin
Bob & Carolyn Mills
Jackie Morales
Jim & Patty Murray
Terry Myers
Steve & Patricia Paddock
David Patch
Pauline Peverly
Leslie Pfister
Rochelle Reed & Carl Babcock
Anna Rich 
Charles & Trudy Salter
Dominic Savant
Will Schweller
Don & Bobbi Scott
Ken & Suzette Smith
Richard & Kathleen Soublet
Debra Stastny
Richard & Lorna Stoll
William. C. Sweeting
David & Deborah Trotter
Alicia Van Riggs
Janet Venturino
Eric Wendlandt & Donna 



   Courington
Jim Wheary
Rosemary Wheeler
Burt Yin

Members $100 to $249
Carolyn Alexander
Nancy & Tom Allen
Katrina Ames
Eve Arsirova
Gary & Marti Barmore
Pam Bayer
Barbara Beck
Al & Karin Biasotti
Barbara & Clark Bisel
Connie Branson
Anita & Geoff Burnaford
Mark & Joan Calonico
Sharon & Bob Calonico
Timothy Caton
Yvonne Chu
Jim & Liane Cismowski
Toni Clark
Gay & Paul Cobb
Alan Coe
Victoria Courtney
Marlene M. Denardo
Dennis Drake & Janet Davy
Roger Ecker
Ann Elliott
Randy & Joy Fischback
Jim & Cathy Fisher
Joel & Mary-Louise Fleisher
Jeanne Forte
Sue & John Gallo
Scott Gannon
Susan Geiduschek
Jeffrey Gilman
Joseph Gold
Myrna Gordon
Shirley Greene
Kristi Haigh
Gene & Patrice Hambelton
Alison Hill
Henry Hirschel
Wilson & Patty Hoffman
Cristophi Hogan
David & Beth Hoge
Ann Holzhueter & Georganna 
   Johnston
Terence Howzell
Connie Hunter
Dick & Darlene James
Liz & Chester Jung
Karen Keene
Jerry & Lola Kent

Carol Kerr
Cindy Kirkman
Katie Kleinberg
Rich & Ursula Klier
Randy & Sara Laferte
Mary Beth Lamb
Larry & May Lamoreux
Chet & Linda Lee
Paul & Annalee Leineweber
Lena & Wilson Leong
Teresa Leung
Arthur Levy
Elaine Lind
Ann Lobo
Margaret Luna
Karol Luque
Carl & Gail Mason
Merrilee Mitchell
Shannon Moe
Nancy Moran
Jean Murray
Fred & Lois Nelson
Philip Obbard
Susan Oehser
Ruth Onstadt
Helen Pedersen
Judith Pollack
Dr. Zena Potash
Marc & Mary Privitera
Wendy Quan
Bill & Kathy Rich
Clare Ronzani
Jim & Molly Roth
Jennifer Russell
Suzanne Salter
Gary & Janet Sanders
Deborah Sandler
Art & Connie Schroepfer
Paul Shankwiler
Marian Sheppard
Rick & Cynthia Siler
Teri Simmons
Lisa & Harvey Simon
Alfred & Marilyn Simonsen
Jennifer Sivers-Suh & Peter Suh
Jane Soo Hoo
Sharon Stalkfleet
Lynn Suer
Horst Tebbe
Connie Van Berkel
John Van Liew
Ray Wentz
James & Carole Wolf
Jan Wolverton
Harry & Linda Wong
Mary Louise Zernicke

Supporters up to $99
Anonymous 
Jean Abbe
Janet Arena
Earle & Marge Atkinson
Toni Bermudez 
Jeff Bricmont
Ray Brooks
Wayne Cerullo
Mark & Robin Charlton
Jan Davis
Melem Demel
Gene & Mary Ekenstam
Tom & Ann Farmer
Phyllis Gee
Charles & Dorothy Glass
Jaimie Goulding 
Candace Gutleben
Rachel Hanson
Maxine Heiliger
Kirstin Hernandez
Helen Intintoli
Curt & Kim James
Stephanie Johnson
John Kiefer
Monica Kleisath
Kathi Kling
Cheryl Kolano
Ellen & Matt Lawrence
Jean Lee
Herb & Randi Long
Thomas Mader
Ryan & Jenny Morales
Bonnie Moran
Marcella Murphy
Frank Murray
Bill & Sheryl Neely
Catherine A. Owen
Patricia Pattison
Jim Pearson
Joan Perry
Roland & Camille Peterson
Mary Alice Rathbun
B.J. Riedel
Cecile Scandone
Jeannette Scholer
Ronald & Evelynne Schwartz
Monica Simon
Christine Sinnott
Tim & Kathryn Smith
Frances Sticha
Dwight Stone
Jamie Villanueva
Mrs. W. Wiegmann



Maestro’s Circle - $25,000 and Over
California Arts Council
Crescent Porter Hale

Conductor’s Circle - $10,000 to $24,999
City of Oakland Cultural Arts
National Endowment for the Arts
Neil & Amelia McDaniel Charitable Fund
The Clorox Company Foundation
Trio Foundation
Walter & Elise Haas Fund

Director’s Circle - $5,000 to $9,999
American Endowment Foundation
Arts for Oakland Kids
Dean & Margaret Lesher Foundation

Benefactors - $2,500 to $4,999
Shell Oil Company Foundation Matching 
   Gifts Program ∆

Patrons - $1,000 to $2,499
Alameda County Arts Commission 
   ARTSFUND
Bill Graham Supporting Foundation of 

   the Jewish Community Federation and 
   Endowment Fund
Fidelity Charitable
Google Matching Gift Fund ∆
TAHDAH Foundation
The Distaff Singers
Vanguard Charitable

Sponsors - $500 to $999
First Presbyterian Church of Oakland
Kiwanis Club of Moraga
Lois E. and R. Duke Miller Foundation
Perforce Foundation
Schwab Charitable

Friends - $250 to $499
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory 
   HOME Campaign ∆
Renaissance Charitable Foundation

Members $100 to $249
Amazon Smile Foundation ∆

∆ A special acknowledgment 
to these matching gift donors

Cantare is funded in part by an award from the National Endowment for the 
Arts and by the California Arts Council, a state agency, as well as by:


